
CPD in Healthcare Associated Infection (HAI) for Consultants/SAS Grades

All consultants should include 2 hours related to HAI in their annual CPD activity.

CPD in HAI is required for all staff groups for maintenance and development of competence, and to satisfy requirements of the Scottish Executive “Code of Practice” and QIS standards.

For consultants, the best way to do this would be to include HAI in existing CPD plans. The LUH Control of Infection Committee, chaired by Dr Paul Padfield, agreed in April 2005 that all consultants should include 2 hours related to HAI in their annual CPD activity. This will be verified at the time of annual appraisal.

Suggested types of CPD that could be used to achieve this:

On-line teaching packages. 


NHS Education Scotland has a hand-hygiene package at http://www.space4.me.uk/hai/hai-handhygiene.html
Medscape (www.medscape.com) has some relevant material in its Infectious Diseases CME section, for example on MRSA bacteraemia

HAI content within traditional CPD settings

Conference sessions related to HAI are included in many specialist meetings

Participation in Journal club with papers related to HAI

Case presentations at specialist clinical meetings where HAI is a key aspect of the case

Attendance at Grand Rounds where HAI figures as a major topic

Bespoke HAI education for specialist groups.

Medical Microbiologists, Infection Control Nurses, and other individuals with specialist knowledge can and do make contributions to a variety of specialist clinical meetings by prior arrangement.

“Active Learning” approaches

Work with a med student or trainee to audit some aspect of HAI related activity or outcome. For example staff compliance with hand hygiene, or knowledge of Standard Precautions, or incidence of infection in a patient group. 

Specialist educational programmes. 

The “Cleanliness Champions” programme is an 11 – module course available on-line or on paper from NHS Education Scotland. Caroline Bowman is the LUH coordinator.

There is Diploma in Hospital Infection Control programme consisting of two short courses and some workplace-based learning activities available from the University of London. One consultant anaesthetist in LUH is doing this.

